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§ 108. the rise of the " napoleonic legend/'—In the
romantic memoirs which Napoleon dictated at St. Helena, he
represented himself as embodying the Revolution, and as
having been on the verge of setting up a truly democratic
regime when he was thwarted by jealous reactionary potentates.
Distance lends enchantment to the view in politics as in nature ;
and after the great man's death many Frenchmen began to look
back on the Empire through rose-tinted spectacles. Forgetting
its cost in blood and tears and treasure, they only remembered
its glory. They recalled that wherever Napoleon's armies went
they aroused national spirit, swept away feudal cobwebs, opened
the career to the talents, gave the blessings of efficient govern-
ment under a logical code of laws, and checked priestly
domination. Nor could they help contrasting all this with the
corrupt and inglorious regimes which had followed.
The cult did not seem actively dangerous to the monarchy,
however. For since the death of Napoleon's son, the Duke of
Reichstadt, in 1832, the only possible Bonapartist claimant was
Louis napoleon, son of the one-time King of Holland—a
singularly unattractive young man with short legs, a pasty
complexion and leaden eyes. He had grown up in Switzerland,
where he served in the army and wrote a book on artillery
practice. Two ill-conceived attempts to overthrow the Orleans
Government had done it more good than harm. In 1836 he
tried to rally the Strasbourg garrison to the magic name of
Bonaparte; but the soldiers were not impressed, and the
Pretender was deported (with a pension) to America. Three
years later he made himself ridiculous by landing at Boulogne
with a caged vulture to represent the eagle which his uncle had
made the emblem of French glory. This time the Government
paid him the compliment of a State trial for treason. Louis
Napoleon seized the opportunity to make a speech which was
a manifesto to the nation ; but nobody minded much when he
was sentenced to imprisonment for life in a fortress.
The astute old King saw that the best way of controlling
Bonapartism was to join it himself, and treat it as a matter of

